Gracanica Municipality

Bosnia and Herzegovina ¢ Federation BiH
Canton of Tuzla

Region North-eastern Bosna
Area: 219 km?

Population: 52.113 (Municipality)
17.210 (Town)
density: 270 per km?

Roads: Gracanica municipality is connected with nearby
cities Tuzla and Doboj with two-lane highway (M4) and
Srebrenik and Gradacac with regional roads.

Municipal day: 2. June

Twin-towns: Fleury-les-Aubrais (France)
Formia (Italy)

Economy: Small and medium enterprises

Local communities: Gracanica (town), Babici, Buk, Dobo-
rovci, Donja Lohinja, Donja Orahovica, Dzakule, Gornji Do-
borovci, Gornja Orahovica, Lukavica, Malesiéi, Miricina,
Piskavica, Pribava, Prijeko Brdo, Rasljeva, Soko, Stjepan
Polje, Skahovica, Trnovci i Vranovici.

Phone: +387 (0)35 700-800 ¢ e-mail: info@opcina-gracanica.ba
www.opcina-gracanica.ba

Important phones — BKC: 703-186 ¢ Radio station: 703-500 e Bus
station : 706-976 e Hotel "Tilia": 703-900 ¢ Post office : 703-550
Informations: 1182 e Police: 122 ¢ Fireguard: 123 ¢ Emergency
service: 124 » Time adjustment service: 125

GRACANICA

municipality



Gracanica Municipality is placed between northern part of
Spreca river lower flow part, south east Trebava hills and area
of Ratis hillside.Gracanica Municipality covers the area of nor-
thern part of Spreca river lower flow part, south east Trebava
hills and area of Ratis hillside. On its western side Gracanica
borders with Doboj Istok Municipality, on the north with Grada-
cac Municipality, on the east there are Srebrenik and Lukavac
Municipalities (all of them within Federation of BiH), and on the
south borders with Petrovo Municipality (within RS). Town of
Gracanica, centre of the municipality, is placed in the Sokolusa
river valley, and at the brink of Spreca river valley. Good weat-
her conditions, soft hill sides and river bands, abundance of
fresh water and fruitful land for cropping, made the area of
Gracanica very attractive place for settlement.

Economy: Gracanica Municipality is in the range of mid-develo-
ped communities. Economical structure is formed by 500 private
and public companies, and around 700 independent shops. Ma-
nufacturing section is dominated by construction industry, me-
tal, wood, and plastic materials processing, confection industry,
footwear industry and food production. Service section of the
economy is dominated by merchandise, transport and catering.

Education: There are two primary schools in the town and nine
in the rural areas, there is also one musical school; Vocational
high school with 6 technical and 13 craft oriented departments
and there is a gymnasium “Dr. Mustafa Kamaric”.

Health: Gracanica has Health centre, Main hospital “Dr.
Mustafa Beganovi¢” and 14 rural ambulances.

Culture and sports: Within the Bosnian Culture Centre (BKC) in
Gracanica works town library and cinema; Gracanica has Bosni-
ac cultural association "Preporod" and cultural and artistic soci-
ety "Adem Ali¢", with similar associations in rural areas. Maga-
zine for culture and history “Gracanicki glasnik” is printed and
published in the last 15 years. There are regular cultural manife-
sttations like “Ljetne veceri pod lipama Gracanice” Ssummer
evenings under lindens of Gracanica) and a Festival of children
theatre of Bosnia and Hercegovina, occasionally concerts, book
promotions, theatre, art exhibitions, etc. are organized. Most
popular sports in Gracanica are handball, volleyball, and foot-
ball, and then there is basketball, martial arts and other. There
is several sport clubs registered in Gracanica.

Cultural heritage: Gracanica has many objects with significant
cultural, historical and ambiental value. There is clock tower

from 17" century, oldest authentic building in the town and also

the tallest clock tower in Bosnia. There are Ahmet-pasha Budim-

lija’s mosque (also called White mosque), and Osman Kapetan’s
madras that was formed in
1800 by Osman-captain Grada-
Scevic¢. Current building dates
from 1889 and it represents ni-
ce example of pseudo-Moorish
style of late 19" century. Same
style was used during a const-
ruction of Konak (City hall)
from 1888, where even today
local government is placed.
There are also two churches:
catholic and orthodox, then old
Bosnian house from 1840, Gra-
Canica’s old steam train, placed
outside as part of exhibition ;
that honours the railroad tradition of Gracanica. Old town of
Soko, which is placed 6 km north from Gracanica, has special
historical value, with old mosque and ruins of medieval fortress.
June 2. is the date that Castle of Soko was first mentioned (June.
2. 1449) and thus today this important date is denoted as the
Gracanica Municipality Day. Other villages have medieval tomb-
stones necropolis, old graveyard and traditional architecture
monuments.

Resorts and tourism: Gracanica Municipality has various num-
bers of natural areas that attract visitors, like Trebava mounta-
in peaks: Vis, Sijedi Krs and Monj. Famous excursion site “Borik”
just near regional road between Srebrenik and Gracanica.
Important part of religious tourism in Gracanica is represented
with traditional praying site “Ratis”. South of Gracanica there is
spa and recreation centre Terme, with medicinal thermo-mine-
ral water, and there are two popular baths in D. Orahovica.
Gracanica has hotel “Tillia”, two motels and one hostel.
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